
Dear Families, 

On behalf of the Board of Education, teachers, and staff - we welcome the community to the 
2016-2017 school year.    

We are happy to have approximately 145 new kindergartners and 70 new students in 
grades 1 -12 join our school community.  In addition, we welcome a number of new 
teachers and faculty to our district.   

Michael Ramponi has joined the Ardsley family as the new Director of Athletics, Physical 
Education and Health.  Michael comes to us from the Nyack School District and is 
committed to supporting athletic programs that provide our students with the opportunity 
to pursue excellence while gaining an appreciation for commitment and teamwork.   

We welcome new teachers Christina Dold, 3rd grade; Matthew Kennedy, science and 
engineering; and Erin Dawson, part time music to Concord Road.  At Ardsley Middle School, 
Michelle Borthwick and Helen Canaras, will be teaching English; Julia Cardo, earth science; 
Lauren Smith, special education; Vittoria Stillo, Italian / Spanish; Salvatore Silvestri, science 
and Lisa Zimbali joins the guidance team.  In addition, at Ardsley High School, Katherine 
Constan returns to our district to teach social studies along with new teacher, Samantha 
Marciano; Kristen Johannes, special education; Kaitlyn O’Flynn and Patrizia Venturini, 
science; and Dan Wexler, English.    
 

Please come and meet all our new staff members at the Board of Education meeting on 
September 13th. 
 

Introducing New Courses, Curriculum and Classrooms 

Three years ago when the community developed our strategic plan, we set our sights on 
increasing the focus on STEM programs throughout the district.  Since then, we have 
accomplished a great deal in all three schools including creating wireless 
campuses,  expanding access to Chromebooks, MacLabs, iPads and software 
applications,  and introducing a three-year science research program, computer science 
classes, engineering seminars, and MakerSpace. This year, we will build and expand upon 
these foundations.   

At Ardsley High School we are doubling our computer science offerings, including two AP 
classes.  The Concord Road MakerSpace program is expanding to include all classes in 
grades 2 through 4 with age-appropriate exercises that follow a progression of skill 
building.  Leveraging our increased access to technology, teachers throughout the district 
continue to expand their use of new applications and web-based tools that enhance the 
learning process. 

In order to implement engineering across the District, we have committed to a new 
rigorous, articulated, K-12 curriculum called Project Lead the Way (PLTW)™.  It is a highly 
effective, multi-year program that is widely used across the country and has proven 
success.   Following the PLTW curriculum, 4th graders at Concord Road will experience 
new units on energy conversion and energy collisions.  The 7th grade engineering seminar at 



Ardsley Middle School will focus on design and modeling while the 8th graders will be 
exposed to automation and robotics.  High school students registered for our first 
Introduction to Engineering class, which focuses on applying engineering, science, math, 
and technology to solve complex, open-ended problems in a real-world context. 

We are also introducing Active Learning Classroom (ALC) environments at both the middle 
school and the high school.  At the middle school the new instructional space will be a 
shared resource located in the library, while at the high school the classroom will be 
dedicated to the computer science and engineering classes.  An ALC is a student-centered, 
technology rich, learning environment.  Students will work at tables and seating 
arrangements that are equipped with laptops and projection systems. There is an 
instructor’s station which allows the teacher to select and display table-specific 
information. This new design reconfigures the learning space in a way that promotes 
collaboration, creative thinking, problem-solving and puts the student at the center of the 
learning process.  We invite you to visit the ALCs on open-house nights and we will be 
assessing the effectiveness of the environments as the year progresses.  

Get Connected and Stay Informed 

We have adopted a new web platform that provides us more flexible and robust 
communication tools.  The platform is the basis of our newly designed website and all 
teachers will use the platform to launch new “class pages” as school begins. The platform is 
also integrated with our Facebook page, Twitter feed, the new eBlast system and the 
Ardsley App.    

 eBlasts: You can look forward to time sensitive updates,  ‘Sharing Successes’, 
‘Noteworthy News’ and community events information.   We have moved all 
emergency contact information to reside with the Parent Portal.  If you have not 
done so, please log onto the Parent Portal, click on your child’s student id number to 
access your records, and verify your contact information. 

 Social media is increasingly important to our communication strategy.  We invite 
you to ‘Like us’ on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

 On the web 
 District and School Websites house a wide breadth of information.  Scroll 

down on the home page to view announcements, calendars, and special 
notices.  ‘Select a school’ on the upper right side of each page to easily toggle 
between sites.  Take time to explore the different sections of the website 
which have been updated and contain information that is easier to find, and 
in most cases, in a single click. 

 Class Pages, along with Google Classroom, are replacing eChalk and will 
contain all class projects, support materials, homework assignments and 
more.  This new platform will allow for more robust and timely 
communications on a class-wide basis. 

 Download the Ardsley App from iTunes or Google Play to your mobile cell phones 
or tablets for easy access to the District calendar, staff directories and more.  (Note: 
If you already have the Ardsley App installed on your device, please go to the 
‘Settings’ icon in the app and select ‘Reset app defaults’ to access the new site.) 

https://www.facebook.com/ardsleyschooldistrict
https://twitter.com/ardsleyschools
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ardsley-union-free-school/id799545541?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.parentlink.ardsleyschools


 

We encourage you to stay in touch with your teachers throughout the school year.  Since 
most of a teacher’s day is spent with students, email tends to be the timeliest first line of 
communication, with conferences being arranged as desired by either a parent or 
teacher.  Always feel free to contact your principal or me if you feel extra attention is 
needed to an issue or simply to provide feedback on a program.  Staff directories are 
available on each of our websites.  

  
As summer is coming to a close, we look forward with great anticipation to welcoming the 
classes of 2017 through 2029 to our schools, reconnecting with returning families, and 
beginning our journey with new families.   Enjoy the rest of the summer break and see you 
on September 6th! 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Lauren Allan 

Superintendent 


